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“In her boasted history of ‘four thousaud years,’

the little kingdom has too often been tlie Ireland of

China, so far as misgovernment on llie one side, and

fretful and spasmodic resistance on the other, are

considered. Yet ancient Corea has also been an

Ireland to Japan, in the better sense of giving to

her the art, letters, science and ethics of continental

civilization. As of old, went forth from Tara’s

halls to the British Isles and the continent, the bard

and the monk to elevate and civilize Kiirope with

the culture of Home and the religion of Christianity,

so for centuries there has crossed the sea from the

penin.siila a stream of scholars, artists, and mission-

aries wIjo brought to Japan the .social culture of

Chosen, the literature of China, and the religion of

India .”— Willinm FAliott Oriffis.
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.

Reyoolda

and

His

Korean

Aasistants

Translating

the

Bible.

KOREA.

The Geography of Korea.

Korea is a comparatively small iiouiiisula exteiuling
from north to south, hounded on the east hy (he Sea of
Japan, the Yellow Sea on the west, anil hy Manchuria
and biheria on the norlh. Koi'ea inij^ht in'ojierly he
called an island. A stream finding its source in a lake
on the boundary line between Korea and Manchuria is

the source from which a river Hows to the sea. In the
same lake the Yalii River, of historic memory in connec-
tion with the recent war lH*tw(*en Japan and Russia,
finds its source and Hows southwest, emptying into the
Yellow Sea. To travel around the border of Korea
would require a journey of 1,750 miles. Within the
boundary tliere is an area of about 1M),()()() square miles.
The area is not quite equal to that of the combined states
of New York and Pennsylvania. This territory does
not include what the Koreans call “the ten thousand
island.s’' tha,t cluster around the shore to the west and
south of the peninsula. Dr. Underwood, in giving the
comparative size of Korea, .says: “We have a country a
little larger than Great Britain, almost half the size of

the German Kmi)ire, or about the same as the kingdom
of Italy.”

PopUL.vrioN.

In Tliilbert’s “History of Korea” it i.s stated that such
a thing ns a popular census wa.s unknown until after the

China-Japan war in IH05 . The house census was the
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6 In the Hermit Land—Korea.

only one in existence for three hundred years. In the

old time taxes were paid on the number of houses and

the estimate of the population was made on the basis

of live persons to each house. This, for the Orient, is

considered a conservative estimate, and on this basis the

population of Korea would be in the neighborhood of

twelve million people. Since Japanese occupation and

annexation, a more careful census has been taken.

Owing to the mountainous character of the country, it is

more thickly settled than the average population in our

older states. It is said that only about one-fourth of

the land in Korea can be cultivated.

The mountains of Korea are, in the main, a rugged

chain extending along the east coast to within about

one hundred and fifty miles of the southern extremity of

the peninsula. At this i)olnt the range divides, spreading

out over the southern end of the country. On account

Kgreao Village—Kuogmal

In the Hermit Land—Korea. 7

of the location of the mountain ranges, the east coast is

precipitous. The mountains on the west coast slope

more gradually and descend to liills and fertile plains.

The Hde.s on the east and west coast of Korea vary. On
the east coa.st the tide rises only one to two feet, and on
the west coast, on the narrowing .shores of the Yellow
Sea, there is a rise and fall of from twenty-eight to

thirty-eight feet -one of the highest tides in the world.

The traveler aiiproaching Korea would not find tlie

verdure and attractive .scenery of Japan. On (he other

hand the mountains are liarren of limlier, and except in

certain seasons of the year are bleak. The first im-

pression that mi.'jsionaries have on their arrival at Fusan
is usually very unravoralde, so liarren and bleak is the

apearance of the land. Hut Korea is far from being an

unattractive country. <Jn the other hand, it is liighly

picturesque. Tlie traveler in tlie interiiu* will find a

combination of beauty in the low mountain ranges, the

hills and rich valleys. One will travel far before see-

ing anything more beaulifiil tlian the valleys luviged in

by low ranges of niomilain.s, esjiecially when (he rice is

ripening and being harvested.

The elirnate of Korea, with the exceplion of one or

two moutlis in the summer, when tlie rainy season pre-

vails, is delightful. In (lie norlli it is very cold, but

not so frigid as the location of the country on the map
siHuns to indicate. The mildness of (lie climate is

accounted for in tlie fact tliat (lie warm stream in the

Pacific, whicli corresponds to the gulf stream on (lie

eastern shore of onr country, strike.s tlie cast shores of

Japan and gives lo tliat conniry its warm, damp cli-

mate, which clothe.s tlie island with a very paradise of

verdure. This same cnritmt gives Korea, especially the

southern j»art of it, a most delightful climate.
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8 In the Hermit Land—Korea.

Early History.

The history of Korea is lost in the misty past. The
first dawn of Korea’s history was about the time that
Samuel called the elders of Israel together, 1122 B.C.
There is much ti’adition and mystery connected with the

history of these early times. A great man named Kija
came into Korea from China. Wild tribes occupied

the country; among these i>eople the great Kija took
up his abode and established his capital in Pyeng-yang,
and called his kingdom “Chosen." He reigned fifty-

three years. Visitors

to Pyeng-yau find

great interest in

going to the grave

of Kiga, outside the

walls of the city.

The Chinese ideas

and mysticisms that

a!-e found in Korea

were brought into it

by this first king.

Kija’a Well. The COUUtl'y llUS UOt

existed as a separate gov’^ernment for over two
hundred years. During this period of Korean his-

tory there were frequent wars. Japan on the east

and China on the west were both endeavoring to conquer
Korea. There wore some great naval battles in those

times, and it is worth mentioning that the first armored
battleship of which there is any record was con.structed

by a Koi*ean admiral, who, with his sheet-iron protected

ship, demolished the Jn])nnese fleet on the west shore

of Korea.

In the Hermit Land— Korea. 9

The Country Opened.

Just one hundred years before Columbus crossed the

Atlantic there was a change in the Korean dynasty, and
the capitol was removed to Seoul, now by far the largest

city in ‘‘Chosen.” In 187(> Korea made a treaty with
Jai>au, which was the first relation e.stahlished with Hie

out.side world. Six years laler Ihe Uniled Slates sue-

ceeded in making a treaty with Korea, ami a (iovern-

nient representative was sent to the “Hermit Kingdom.”

Early Korean Christians.

From “The Call of Korea,” by Ilev. H. (1. Hmlerwood,
I). 1)., we take the following extraet, which lell.s the

story of the fir.st Korean Christians: “In the year L7S2

some Koreans, having secured (.’hinese hooks (hat told

of Christianity, sent to Pekin to inquire further. There,

in 17SJ, the first Korean was bapti/.ed and named Peter.

Two huiidiTil years previous to (his Romanist mission-

aries, following in Hie wake of the .Japanese army, had
administered the saeraments to the Japanos<‘ who pro-

fessed a faith in Christ,

but we timl no record

of a re.sull of any seed-

sowing which may have

been (!(Uie among Hie

Koreans. Peter, who
was baptized in 178:1,

was seized, thrown into

jail, and siitlered mar-

tyrilom in 17!H. Others,

neverHM»b*Ns, sough I Imp-

tism. Prominent among
them were Paul and

Korean Chriitian Famll/.
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10 Ix THE Heumit Land—Korea.

.Iar(jUOs Kim, who were extromoly aerive in

spi'eailiu;!: a knowleilj;o of the truth, so that

in the tii-st ten years after the i)aptism of Peter

if is estimat(Ml that there were over four thousaiut

followers of Christ aiuoiij; the Koreans.” Tlie new
reIi|iiou, wliich ret|uired the jiiviu}' up of ancestral wor-

ship, aroused oi)j»ositioii. whicli rajudly j*rew to perse-

cution. From ISOd to IStid tlieve was continued perse-

cution of Catliolic adherents to the Koman faith.

Girls from Kwangju School.

First Protestant .Missionary.

Kor(*a was ojieued to Protestant mlssimis in a remark-

aide way. Kijntei, a Korean, was sent 1o reiu’eseui his

•jovernment in Japan. Sooti after reachin'j the country

some t'hristian hooks fell into his hands. He read them

with eai»er interest and was intnuluced to one of the

.American missitmaries, from wlmm he received instruc-

tion. lie accejfled Christianity ami was l>n])tized.

Rijutei immediately liejjau to iu-e])are a Rilde which his

lx the Uer.mit Land— Korea. 11

countrymen could read, ami heiij^ed (hat mi.ssionaries

mij;h( he seui to Korea, and Hr. 11. N. Allen, (hen livin*;

in China, was sent in 1SS4. The American Minister
api.ointed him physician to the lofjalion, wliicli insured
his safety. Soon after his arrival a nnmlier of Koreans
were wounded in a political outbreak, amonj^ them a
nephew of flie king. He and several (dliers recnvi'red

frmu their wounds under Dr. Allen’s care. lli.s skill

gained him the favor of the king and his court, and
o[iened the way for Protestant missions. The first

ordained missionary arrived in Km-ea in the spring of
188.5: tlie first convert was baptized in July, ISStl; the

first church organized (Presbyterian) in the fall of 18S7,

and before tlie dose of ISSS the lirst haidized converts
of the two missions, I'restiylerian and .Methodist, num-
hered (jver lot).

10A R L I er M I ss I o .V .V

r

I i*:s.

Dr. Allen was the tii'st resident Protestant missionary
in Korea, but elVorts were made by [’rotestant mission
ari(*s ti» <‘nter the country long befoi^e lie was sent to

Seoul. Prussian mi.ssionary named (lUlzIalV landed
in Korea in 1S:12, remaining a month. In IStiti Rev.
Mr. rhmuas, of^tlie I.ondoii Missionary Society, became
infer<‘sfed in tlui Koreans, stndi(*d the language, and was
sent to Kiu'ca in tlie early ’sixties. He was giviMi

passage on the ill faf<Ml American schooner, the (Jf’nciol

Slirriini ti

,

on ('ondition llial In* would acl as int<’rpr(‘tei'.

'rius schomier, pas.sengers nor n<*w, were? never !i<‘ard

fi'fim :ifter they leacIuMl Korea, and it is a genm'ally

accejited fact that they svere murdered by the lujreans.

Mr. Thomas was folhiwed by Iwo other Scotchmen,
who entererl Kru'(*a from .Mnkfleti— Me.ssrs. Ross and
.McIntyre. Corisidio-ahle work was «l«)ne by these eai lv
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12 In the Hermit Land—Korea.

missionaries in the way of translation, and there were

a number of converts as a result of their work. Amoii"

the number was Mr. Soh Sang Kyun. Of this man Dr.

Underwood says: “After his conversion he stayed

aw'hile, assisting in the preparation and printing of

books, and finally told Mr. Boss that he must take a few

books and go home and tell his friends about the Saviour

of whom he had learned. Mr. Soh spent some little

while traveling around the northern province, preaching

and distributing books; vis-

ited the capital, where he

found quite a number who
were at least willing to hear

what he had to tell ; and

later settled with his fam-

ily at the village of Sorai

or Pine Stream, in the

County of Chang Yim, on

the Yellow Sea. lime he

preached and lived Christ,

and laid the foundations

foi- the work in this village

that has since become worhl

renowned. Such were the

beginnings of mission work in the land of the ‘Morn-

iug Calm,’ aud while the elforts put forth were meager

and feeble, the results gave promise of the speedy dawn

aud morning light that Hood much of the laud today.”

Interesting items regarding other ndssionary work in

Korea must be passed over and t)ur further account

begin with what has been called the “Wide Seed-sowing

Period.” There was so much opposition to Christianity

in the early days that the first converts were baptized

behind closed doors. Long itineraries were made into

In the IIku.\ut Land— Korea. 13

the interior, aud converts multiplied beyond the bright-

est h(){>es of the missionaries. The year 181)0 is given

as the end of llie period of seed sowing. It was foum!

that the Koreans were not so irinrh (jpposed to religion as

tliey were to a peo(»le without a religion. A.s llie tirsl

five years was a period of seed sowing, tlie second tive

years is called by Dr. Underwood tliat of “Kxpecta-

tious.” Missionaries of other denominations entered

the field, and the Word was widiOy preached, and re-

ceived by great numlH*rs.

Our Field in Korea.

A chain of mountains extends through the wliole

length of Korea. Of the eight i»rovinces into which the

country is divided, three lie east of the mminlains and

five west. In the tlivision of the counlTy among the

denominations doing foreign mission work in Korea, the

two favored provinces in the southeast, North and

Soutli Chulla, were assigned to the Soulliern I’reshyle-

riau Church.

Our first missionaries to Korea were sent out in the

fall of IS!)2. Owing to the disturbed conditions of tlie

country resulting from the hostilities hetw<'en China ami

Japan, they were detained at Seoul until 18D.5, when,

following the advice of tlie ('oumul of Presbyterian .Mis-

Alexan<ler School. Villsge School. Kuiuao.
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u-i

Panorama of Kunaan

sluns m Korea, they o|>eiie(l work in tlie province of
Chnlla, occupyinj^ Kmisaii as the first station—a coast
town about two Inimlred miles soudi of riieimilpo.
Ihe field in which the missionaries of tlie Simthern

Presbyterian Church are working, by the apportioninent
of tlie various mission Boards liaving missions in Korea
is onr exclusive territory. It includes two provinces’
North and South Cliulla, and six comities of an adjoin-
inj^ province. There is not to he found in all Korea a
better section of country. The region is known as the
"Granary of Korea,” and is the most densely populated
part of the country, the population numhering approx-
imately, 2.24^,000 people. There are four principal
stations, with a town and field population as follows:
Knnsan, 32(;,(I0(); Chunjn, ()22.000

; ^f„kpo. ;{4ll.fion;

Kwangju, J)2o,000.

STATION SKKTCnKS.
Kunsan.

Knusau, our first staliim, opeiusl in IS!k;. is picliir-
esquely located near the mouth of the Changr»o River.
Being the only natural outlet for the firoducts of a
thickly populated section of the country, the .Ini»ane.se

N

In the Hermit I.ano— Kore.\. 15

Station Buildin^is.

and Korean fowiis aie sfemllly growing. Our work al

Kunsan consists ol a chnrcli and a dispciisarv in flu*

city. At Kuiigmal. a village ahoiif a mile from Kunsan.
where the princiiial huihliiigs (pf this stat ion are located,

thei’O is a church, village school, school for ho\s, acad-
emy for hoys, a girls' schunl, (he !-'rances Itriilges Memo-
rial Hospital, and an adcpimite nuinher of missionarv
residences.

Chun.iu.

Chunju, ojpened in ISiMl, the capital of .Vortli (’hnlla

Proviuce, is a n ailed city ol’.appr(pximately,2.“,0(l0 inhab-

itants. Its imjiortance in tlie (*yes of the natives may Ik*

seen from a eomnnm saying in the south of the country:
"If you can't go to see Seoul, .see rhiinjn.’' It lies on
the eastern edge of one of the largest, most thickly pop-

ulated rice plants in the whole c(mntry, just al the base
of the “Blue Ridge” of the pro\’iiice. 'i'lie wtirk at

t’hunju consists of large and prospt*rons chun'h, with

a second smaller clinnh in anollier part of tin* city.

1 he Girls’ S<-hool and acadniiy f(»r hipys are ep|iiip|K'il

with good loilidings. An adep|ua(«* hos[ii(:il l>iiihliitg

has h(*<*n recently {*rect(*d. 'I’he mlssir>mirv hcmies

occupy a eonvenient and heanlifiil location adjoining the

city.
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16 In the Hermit Land—Korea.

Mokpo.

-Alokpo, opened iu ISUS, nestles at tlie foot of a moun-
tain of rock between the river and the sea, near the
southeast corner of the peninsula. As in all the impor-
tant port cities, there are separate Japanese and Korean
towns. There is a good harbor, with many picturesque
islands near at hand. Our Avork at :\Iokpo includes a
large church, the John Watkins Academy for Boys, an
adequate school building for girls, a number of mis-
sionary residences, a small building for clinics, with
ground purchased and appropriations made for a
hospital.

Kwangju.

Kwangju, opened in 189S, the capital of South Chulla,
is an important city. There is a prosperous church,
adequate buildings for a boys’ and girls' schools, the
Ellen Lavine Graham Memorial Hospital, with an
adequate supply of missionary residences.

SooNcriuN.

The new station, Soonchun, is sixty miles east of
Kwangju. Land has been bought for this station.
Recent reports from this station toll of the great 0]>enin-

The John Watkins Academy Students. Mokpo.

In the Hermit Land— Korea. 17

for mission work, Ihc roadincs.s of tlie people lo lo-eive
the g()S[>cl and l>e organized into groufis of lielievcrs
Tlie station property is described as being lieaiitifullv
located with an almmlant snpjily of good water.

Itinerating.

'Hie work at each of the central stations in Korea is

a small part of what is done by the mi.ssionaries. Ra-
diating in dilVeront directions from each station, the
district is divided into fields lliat are placed in charge
of a resident mis.sioriary who, witli his native hcliiers,
makes journeys to the organized grfiups of heliever.s.
and preaches the gospel at new center.s. 'i'he inah'
nii.ssionaries are a.ssi.sled liy the native evangelisl.s, ami
the Avomen who do visitation work are aci-oniftanied hv
the native Bible women. The extent of the itinerating
work and the results are shown on a ma[) priiiftMl on
another page, on whieli the principal stations are imii
rated ami the out-stations, where there are groups of
helioA'ers. are represented by small dot.s.
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18 In the Hermit Land—Korea.

Native Helpers.

The principal of self-in‘opagatiou adopted hy all the

missionaries at the heginniug necessitated the use of the

the native Christians. In tlie schools, llible study

meetings, and the Union Tlieological Seminary at Pyeng
Vang, a strong force of native evangelists and teachers

lias been prepared for the work. In the w»)rk among
women there has been a corresponding development of

efficient native workers, and these Bible women, either

alone or in the company of the women mi.ssitmaries,

have been insfrnmental in bringing the knowledge of

Christ to thousands of tlie women and girls of Korea.

The test questi<»n asked of candidates for bai)tism is,

“Have you led anyone to Clirist?” The missionaries

hesitate to bajdize any candidate who must give a neg-

ative answer. Tlje readiness of the Korean Christian

to be a “witness,’" and the results of their work, will be

seen in the fcdlowing extracts taken from a recent

-Vninial Kejmrt : “In one year tAvelve ordained evangel-

ists baptized 2,010 adnlts ami received .1,410 ‘catechu-

mens.*” These results were due in very large measure

I

n

.\n Out-Station Group.

In the Hermit Land— Korea. 19

to the iiersonal work of the rank and file of the church.
At the Bible ConI'erences it is the custom to ask for
volunteers to pledge preaching days. This means a
pledge to tlie Lonl of so many days to be ilevoted to
preacliing or teslifying at mie’s own e.\pen.s4 ^. 'I'lie

Korean Christian does not count Sunday in this vol
nnteer pledge, for they say: “That ilay hehmgs to the
Lord already.”

Ilmuc Study.

A system of Bible study adoided by the Korea Mission
cannot be bet ter staled tlian in the Inllowiiig paragraph
from the Laymen’s pampldet on Korea:

"The system of ilible insfruclion in use in Korea is,

in hrief, as follows:

(1) Sunday school classes and cla.s.'«es for liiosi* pre-

paring for entrance into the church are held in each
group, couductotl hy the local leaders.

f_| IjOcal Bilde ( lasses in each station, fnc im*n and
for women, comiiicled My the resident missiniijirii's.

cliielly (he ladie.s. The.-v are held weekly, fur insiriie-

(inn of caliN-liniiieiis, Implized iiiemhers, helpers, Bible
women, and Sunday school U*acliers. 'I’lieri* ar<* at least

half a ilozmi in each station.

•M3) Dish-ict classes, which are held at st?‘alegic

points and part ii’ipated in hy tlie neigliboi-lng ehurclies.

1 !ies(‘ aiH* condiu'leil by (In* missimiarv in charge, as-

sisted by bis In-lpers, ami <ifieii by one of (he lady work-
ers, with her liel[ier in sjieeial work among the women.
.\ t ot )i(»r times tin* ladies conduct such a class s(*f»aralel\‘,

.VI tendance on tlu's(* classes ranges from (weiity-tivi* to

one hundred ami fifty, ami time of meeting is fun* week.
Tlirei* stations refim-ted. for rme year, thirty seven of



mt •I** tjiri

*. .

'•* ••'*•11
4f, ^ m .

•'itm

T
• f.

t It it. ' - t -

* » * ik •» •*f-»

— * • «• -. J#*
• • *

. I

i .
' ...

«| *11

-

I

* M. - *•

. ^^(n%

.• • I •ti

" •I * « III ,

<•»» II

• It*. #»m,i
< «

» ' - I ^ . «» 4»* t .*

• ' hH ' - ^»

— '^1 ’!'•. r*"«

t
' H i - 4« > '

** »• 4 * n

* • ‘

.!*> •

« ‘ U •» .»!• •

• ** <. ^ t^iii

- t’ • It <1 I

-* 1^ I •*!• ,*«

• .... ^

4 44P>h) «<

*
. • T

» %, ti- tmrnk**'

p\ ^ ••

HI'If • v'^ -t
" "'"! ‘ ** ''

ll^t:J^^l<MWllX

« V .i4 •»« •>

4 «rj '

.. II. ^|Mi
* hi-^ . I.. liv,', #.4 f m ..

I • . • .*. ^, .r
,^ -Un ^ Im- . nn,,,.

14* ( , -iii, »!, ,
, ,

^*‘ ' ' • *i ^ix‘ ^ .

’ '* * * ’* -* *' ' ,*.*V 1 '
. * .,.

• -"V ^ 4--%##-
' '* «•*•

'I*
'

^ ’ '' < ! 'l.- ‘. Ir- - .,* -

-• -mi .i .',.4
4 ^ .^vi

,
.4 ... a-

'**' * ' -U. T .. . .„ ,
' '

* '’ ' •**»'' .1
, ^ . J.,

^ .* V . . ^^ •' ^
. V . .,

|.fj



20 In the Hermit I,and—Korea.

these classes held for women, with an attendance of
l.dOO, and two stations reported tifty-tive held for men,
witlj an attendance of 2,000.

’

“(4) Station Bible Conferences. These are held
yearly at each of the four stations, separately for men
and for women. Delegates from every church in the
territoiw of the station gather, at their own expense, for
ten days of Bible study. All of them walk, covering
distances for the round trip ranging from ten to two
hundred miles, many of them bringing their rice on their

backs. The course is graded, covering six years, and
the instructors are the missionaries and the theological
students. The aggregate attendance of the four classes
for men was 1,700, ranging from 2UU to 000, and of the
four classes for women. 000, ranging from 75 to 400.

“(5) headers’ Bible Confeixmces, held once a ipiarter
at each of the stations for several days, and once a year
for a week. Attended iiy church oOicers. leaders, and
picked men. and taught I>y the missionaries.

“ffi) Bible Institutes. These are of two kinds, one
for men, designed esiwcially for those helpers and lead-

In tub Hermit hANu—

K
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ers who do not attend the theological seminary; and one
for women, designed for Bible women ami picked lead(?rs
among the women. They are lield for a montli, ami
taught by the missionaries."

Presbyteries -vnd General Assembly.

^

When the Church in Korea had grown to a snllicient
* size, with the reijuisite number of church orticers, osi>e-

cially elders and pastors, the Presbyterian bodies work-
ing in Koi-ea organized the Presbytery of Korea. In

* connection with the organization of Hie preshylery. (he
country was divided info seven districts, the niis.sioiiaric.s

having in mind the training of church oUicers until the
conditions would warrant the organization of seven
presbyteries. The hopes of the missionaries have been
realized in this connection and the seven presbyteries
have ht^m organized, and the first General Assembly in

Korea will he held in (he fail of IfH2. Tlie ecclesias-
tical organization of the Presbyterian Churcii in Korea
does not include a synod.

D (STANCES.

From ICunsan to Chunjn the distance is Ihiidy miles.
The Japanese have constructed a good road, with
bridges over the streams, between flies<^ places.

I he distance from Chituju, south, to Kwangju, is

seventy-five mile.s. The travel lietween these two
places is jiartly over (he Japanese roads, Im( (he nins(

ol the way is by llie Kon^aii path crossing a Mumher of
mountain ranges.

From Molipo, on (he coast, to Kwangju, the ilislance

is fifty-eight miles. A good goverimierif road c{)nnects
these places.
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22 fx THE Hehmit I.and—Korea.

li.e i.iMK.,,,;,] ,ailway in Kofea e.xte.nk f.-o,n Fnsantn Nnm a,Hl thence throng], North Korea to a connec-
tlie mam line of the Silierian Kail-

'. 1 .,. nmkmg the jonrne.v to Enrope a comparativelv
roinroi-tiiMe ti-ip.

*

-V laili-niHl is imdei- coustnu-finn be-inniug at Alokoo
“ - '*» « -i.

f^oaur.ATioN.

The popnlation of that part of Korea which has been.iss.gne,! to the Pi-eshyterian Chnrel, IT. S„ almnt thesame as the popnlation of the states of Sonth clumlhm
"f «'e two state's

,,,00(1. the total PO],Illation in the provim-es ofNorth ami bmith Chnlla i.s 2,24:1,000. At the time this
i on, par,son was made, there were ;i,24(l o.slained min'stMs m South ('arolina and Florida, ami twelve nr-
.m.ed ,,nn,.stees in Kmea, or one ordaine.l pi-earher InO the popnlation in the two states, and one nrdained

pieachor to l.So,!n.> peo])io in nm- Korpa field
mnle rerent additions to the Korea .Mi.ssion will

.sinsi; epihiv nierease the working foree in that held,
« n he rea,Iil.v seen how mneli larger i.s the task of

(lie Korean nnssionarv limn of the minister at home

In the Hermit Land—Korea. 23

Christian Education.

In villa-^es whtM-o tliere aiv -roui.s of bolioviM-.s, tlu*

native Christians make early jn-ovision for (he villa}j;e

school. While the Japanese government lias done
much in the way of providing sehnol bnildinj^s and
teachers for the Koreans, the Christians desire seliools
where their children will reieive Itihle instruction. As
a rule tlie Koreans will Imild the sclioolhoiise and pay
Hie salary of a native teacher. l’'rom these village
schools tliere have come a larjie inmiber wlin have en-
tered, or are now prepared for leailersliip in tlie Korean
(_’lmrcli.

The next step in the missionary school system is the
npeniiif? of an academy at each of the i.rincipal stations.
The academy is supported hy the Mission, and receives
pn[)ils from the city and siii-i-omidit|o; (crritorv worked
from the station.

Appreciatinji: Hie need i*f hi<;lier <*diicaIion for tlm.se

who would become paslors and evaiifj:(*lis(s, a roMe^n' is

A Village School.
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-'* the Hermit Land—Korea.
contemplated which will receive students that havecompleted the courses of study in the academies. It isnot proposed to have more tlmn one college in the

^fission. I'rovi.siou has
hoeu made roi- the build-

and in tlie^near t'n-

tm-e this part of the edu-
cational system will I>e

equipped and in opera-
tion.

The next step in tlie

edneational .system i .s

the provision for theo-
Ioy:iraI training. This
is provided for in a The-
ological Seminary— a
union movement of the
Presbyterian Church Tf.

D. ! X • ^ (^^outhern) and thePresbytenon Church U. g. a. (Northern), localed tPveng lang. The instructors in this Seuuhutrv ‘ulpiovided hy the .Missions of the two denominations and(ompetent native instructors.
The remarkable progress of our .Mission in Korea isdue large y to the consistent Christian life of the stm

<lents m schools. The following is „n„ted from the

r’rthl cT‘-T
imJ T,

'
n’"

of ‘I'om become so in

1

The mother of one of the students, on hoiimm„cd to hcheve, re, died: M am too old to learn a newloctrme
: let my two hoys go to heaven if they wish, hut

e He

"
"p r

m e I ;
fo "O to heavenalone, I want yon to go with me.’ Through the

In tuk IIimMiT Land— Kouka. 25

faithful and persistent testimony of this hoy the mother"as ronght to Christ. The reply of this hoy m^rweVlbe taken as the key-mde of Korean ( 'hrislianily, ami thesecret of Its success.”

Medical Work.

The following statement regarding the medical work

He

wine,

l Ud with toreign physicians. We e.v,,ect to use onlyX physicians trom America, of wlimn four Imve arrivedand through them to train iip an adeipiate force ol'Ch istian native [iliysicians. The twenty native
cal assistants enumerate, I are all studying imder o„r
physicmms, and are all Christians of standing. As to
their ability, one i.liysieian lesiities: ‘The six students
o
.y

n,ed„.„l elass have all made enemiraging la.ogres.s.
Thc.v are now a ,Ie to lilt all tl,e ,,reseri„li„„.s, kee,, the

It,, 7"'"
''Iminister

. i.rsHietics, anil ,ierform minor o|,erations, ||,„senahimg tlie doctor to do treble the aiiimmt of work for-
rm?rly po.ssible.’

•-Medieal work is incoi„i,aralde in removing |,rejn
'Imes and misemiee,, lions of II,e peo,,le a,„l seenrim' al<’a^,,g lor Ihe g„s,,el. As a eonerele e,vam,ile of H.e
e.s.sent.„lly Christian spirit of love and hel,,rnl„e.ss, it issimply ind,s|,o,i.sahle mi the Held. P,,„„
day when Ivoisn, was o,,e„ed ‘al Ihe ‘ a lancet ‘ to
"'< 10™™, lime, thedoeloCs work has been the stro,,.,
arm of mi.ssions in this country.

-\redical work is, therefore, no, merely ,,l,nanlhm,,ie
Imt directly evnngelistie. ns wi,ne.ss the followims testi’
monies from our doctors:
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“ ’We may say That the medical work not only heals
their sick bodies,, but brings many a one to the "Great
Physician.’' If I were desirous of investing money for

large returns in the evangelistic work, I know of no
better place than in the medical work.'

" *A well-to-do woman brought lier four-year-old child

to Kunsan for medical help. She said that she was the
only one of her family wiio had accepted Christ, and her

liusband was a native doc-

tor of much fame, but an
unbeliever, -\fter treating

the child for two months,

he had given up the case.

'I'he mother begged him re-

[K?atedly to take the child

to Kunsan in hope of saving

its life. The husband finally

consented, saying that if

the child came back healed

he would attend church and
believe the same doctrine

his wife believed. By the

goodness of God the child

got well in twenty days.

After the woman returned home, she wrote me a letter

saying that her husband and all her family are attending

church.’ ”

The Island Work.

To the south and along the western coast of the south-

ern end of the peninsula of Korea the shores are fringed

with islands. The Korean archipelago was practically

unknown until 1816, when adventurous captains of two
vessels exploited the southern extremity of the coast line
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of Korea.* “A later visitor, and a naturalist, states

that from a single island peak one may count one linn-

dred am! thirty-live islets. Stretching far away lo Ihe

north and to the soutli were groups of dark lilue i.slels,

rising mistily from the surface of Die water. The sea

was covered with large, picturesque boats, wiiich,

crowded with natives in their white, llullering robes,

were putting oil' from the adjacent villages, ami sculling

across tlie pellucid waters to visit the stranger shi]).”

In these almost nmiumliered islands Ihere is a popula-

tion variously eslimated from sevenly-live lo a Iinmlrcd

thousand. No systematic missionary work was under-

taken in this large population until our Korea Mission,

recoguiiiing the importance of the island work, assigned

a missionary, who now gives liis entire time to tlie evan-

gelization of the iieojileon the islands, iheir organization

into cliiirches, etc. This missionary, in a Koran sail pan,

sails in and out among Ihe islands, visiling the villages

where there are groups of Christians, and also giving

special attention to new place.s. Between twenty-live

and thirty groups of Ciiristians have been already

established.

Korea has sometimes been called “tlie Italy of (lie

Hast,” and (iuelpart, a large island sonic sixty miles

south of tlie mainland, sustains something of the same

relation to Korea that Sicily does to Italy. Tiie in-

habitants of this island difi’er in a munher of character-

istics from the jieople in Sontlieni Korea, and it is re-

ganled by the Koreans as a missionary Held. Out of

the first coiniiany <if men who were ordained by the

Presbytery of Korea, one of the best men was set apart

for work in the island of Quelpart. He Is supported Iiy

the churches of Korea, and so rapidly have tlie fjeojile

From "Korea, Ihe Hermit Nation."
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received the gospel that helpers, both men and women,
have been sent bj the native church to the assistance of
the evangelist in charge.

PUNYUK TA Toyusso. ^‘Translation all done:^

Outside effort was made to give the Koreans
the It ord of God in their own tongue as earlv
as 1S05. Individual versions by various missionaries
followed, and a production of the Kew Testament, pre-
pared by an official board, was issued in 1889.

'

The
authorized translation of the Old Testament, giving
to the Koreans the entire Bible in their own tontine”
was completed in April, 1910. Rev. W. I). ReynoMs!
who did the final translation of the Old Testament,
gives the following account of its completion: -Pun-
ijuk ta toyusso was the message flashed over the wires
from the Chunju section of the Board of Official Trans-
lation of the Scriptures, Saturday evening, April 2,
1910, announcing to the agent of the British and For-
eign Bible Society at Seoul, Korea, the glad tidings
that the task of translating the whole Bible into the
Korean language had I>eeu completed. True, some
flnishing touches were yet to be put to the work in the
way of careful copying and rapid revisiim of certain
manuscripts in preparation for the i)ress; but the terse
telegram, costing only five cents, accurately expressed
the fact: -Trausiation all done.’ Not <iuile twenty-
five years had elapsed since the landing of the first
ordained Protestant missionaries, just twenty three
years since t!ie organization of the first Bible Coiii-
miftee, about thirteen years since the reorganized
Board began joint work upon the New Testament, ami
precisely five years, rive months and sixteen days from
start to finish upon the translation of the Old Testa-
ment.”

In the Hermit Band— Korea. 29

STATIONS AND OUT-STATIONS KOREA MISSION.
Each of the 107 doU indicatea a wlf-supportlnK church.

Plat© used by permiaaion of I,ayra«n'» Movement.
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THE KOREA ^kllSSION FORWARD MOVEMENT.

The progress of the gosf)el in Korea has been one of

the most remarkable events in the history of modern

missions. In this progress of the Kingdom in Korea

our Mission has had its full share. The missionaries

on the field became convinced that with adequate equip-

ment and a snificient number of missionaries there was

opportunity for a comparatively early complete evan-

gelization of one of our fields. Moved by a mighty im-

pulse, undoubtedly prompted by the Holy Spirit, the

needs of the field in the way of equipment were carefully

considered, and it was found that about §75,000.00

would be a sufficient amount to be used for this purpose.

This condition was presented to the Laymen’s Mission-

ary Movement with such force that it became a challenge

which was promptly met, and the fund of §75,000.00 for

the material equipment of the Korea field was sub-

scribed through the efforts of the laymen on condition

that the Executive Committee of Foreign Missions

would be able to send a sufficient force of men and

women. The Committee, appreciating the unecpial

opportunity presented in the Korea field, approved of

the Special Equipment Fund, and the call for rein-

forcements.

With the money for equipment reaching the Mission

in installments, designs were made for fifteen new

buildings, including hospitals, schools and missionary

residences, and the erection of a number of these build-

ings was begun. During the year 1011-12, returned

missionaries from Korea cooperated with the Laymen’s

Movement in an effort to secure twenty new missionaries
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—thirteen men and seven single women—which wa.s

considered tlie necessary force “to evangelize our share
of Korea in this generation.” One of the most stirring

experiences at tlie closing .session (he Second (Jeneral

Convention of the Laymen’s .Missionary Movement at

Chattanooga was tlie pivsenlalion on tlie platform of the

volunteers for the Kcu'ea field, snllicicmt In nmuher to

justify the announcement that tlu‘se vnlnntetu's, with
their support already provided, would he an iKUMpiatc

number of ini.ssionarles to meet the call of the Korea
mission. As these lines are written, groups of tlie.se

missionaries are either on the sea or [iriqiaring to sail

€n route to Korea. The jirayei’ for adeipiacy in (sjnij)-

ment and for the reipii.sitc nuniluu’ of missiomu’it's has
been turned into praise. The prayer now is for siii’Ii

an enduement of the Holy Sfiirit upon the missionaries,

old and new, in Korea as will make possible the speedy
accomplishment of (hat for which we devoutly pray and
hopefully look for, viz.: the evangelization of Korea in

this generation.
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“IN FOUR CONTINENTS”
THIRD EDITION. REVISED

By REV. H. F. WILLIAMS

A beautifully printed illustrapd b«»k of 230 pagea. giving a concise and inspiring
niatoriciU sketch of the origin and development of the missionary activities of the South-
ern rresbytenan Chureh in the four continents in which our seven Missions are located,

“JP/y F. Williams, Editor of the publications of the Executive Committee
of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church, U. S.

recounts the initial step of the young and struggling Church in the
establishment of mission stations. The remaining chapters give graphic sketches of
^ mP stations in seven countries where we now sustain missions.
The book IS attractively printed and illustrated. Many of the pictures are from pb<H

to^apbs taken by the author while on his recent world missionary tour. Pastors and
mi^ionary workers will find in this book the information that has been so long needed
todevelop an intelligent and generous interest in the missionary enterprises of our Church
Paper Binding, Postpaid, 35c. Cloth Binding, Postpaid, 50e.

Map Studies of Mission Lands
By REV. H. F. WILLIAMS

An Interesting and informing series of Maps, showing very clearly the location of all
the Minion Stations of the Southern Presbyterian Church. Brief explanatory notes
make the studies invaluable to ail who would be fully informed about the foreign activ-
ities of our Church.

Price, 5 Cents, Postpaid.

Helps for Leaders
By REV. H. F. WILLIAMS

Suggestions for the Leaders of Classes or Individuals engaged In the

Study of “IN FOUR CONTINENTS"

. A helpful pamphlet prepared by Rev. H. F. Williams, givingsuggestlons about organ-
Lung and conducting Mission Study Classes, and brief directions for the study of each
chapter. A list of the best books on missions for side reading is appended, and a table
gives the correct pronunciations of the foreign names in the book. A set of review ques-
tions provides for a complete resume of each chapter as studied.
An invaluable aid to all who would make a thorough study of "In Four Continents.',

PRICE 10 CENTS, POSTPAID.
A free copy of "Helps for Leaders" will be sent to every one ordering a supply of the

book "In Four Continents" for class study.

ADDRESS ALL ORDERS TO

Presbyterian Committee of Publication
RICHMOND. VA. TEXARKANA, ARK.-TEXAS
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